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Aboriginal Elders unanimously reject nuclear waste storage in Northern Saskatchewan 

 

The first-ever traditional Aboriginal gathering to be held in Saskatchewan exclusively on the issue of 

nuclear waste storage concluded earlier this week with Elders from Saskatchewan and neighbouring 

Alberta expressing unanimous rejection of proposals to establish a long-term nuclear waste storage 

facility in the region. 

Hosted by the Committee for Future Generations in response to Elders’ ever-increasing concern and call 

for solidarity in protecting the land, the “Survival Celebration Camp for Sustainable Earth” was held 

August 3 -6, 2012 at South Bay on Ile-a-la-Crosse Lake in northern Saskatchewan, bringing participants 

from as far away as Montreal, Victoria and Germany. 

An Elders’ Circle held during the camp brought together Dene, Cree and Saulteaux Elders from across 

northern Saskatchewan and Alberta to express their thoughts and feelings about the prospect of nuclear 

waste storage in their region. 

“All the Elders are saying the same thing: that we don’t want anything to do with nuclear waste,” said 

Mary Jane Wolverine, a Dene Elder from English River First Nation. Wolverine’s community represents 

one of the three northern Saskatchewan communities whose administration is in Phase 3 of site 

selection process with the Nuclear Waste Management Organization to host a deep geological 

repository for nuclear waste. Two-hundred and fifty English River residents have already signed a 

petition against nuclear waste storage and transportation. 

Another English River First Nation resident, Pat Campbell, voiced the urgency with which he believes his 

Grandfather, William Apesis, who was Chief for over 30 years, would have wished him to act in 

protecting the land: “We have to do something for the future. Our younger people, they’re listening to 

us.” 

“Why do they want to poison their own people?” asked Fred Pederson, Michif Elder from Pinehouse, 

whose administration has also expressed interest in hosting a repository, despite over half the eligible 

voting population having signed the petition to oppose plans for nuclear storage in the area. “We can 

stop all of this. We can stop the destruction if we band together,” Pederson added. “People produce 

power, and we can stop this thing.” 

Organizers say the camp’s success means there will be another one held in the summer of 2013. 

“We have received the mandate from our Elders. We plan on holding the same event next year,” 

pledged Committee for Future Generations member and co-organizer Max Morin. “Only that one will be 

a celebration of victory in stopping nuclear waste from coming to this province.” 



High-res photos from the camp are available for media. 
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