
NUNAVUT TUNNGAVIK INCORPORATED 
Department of Lands and Resources 

 
Presentation of Uranium Consultation Documents 

 to DIAND Officials -  April 6, 2006 
 
 
Hello my name is Carson Gillis, I am the Director for NTI’s Department of Lands and 
Resources. Thank you for giving us this opportunity to discuss the Draft Consultation 
Document and Draft Uranium Policy. 
 
Here with me today is; Stefan Lopatka, NTI’s Senior Advisor – Mineral, Oil and Gas 
Management and Robert Esser, NTI’s Senior Advisor – Lands Administration, Planning 
and Management. 
 
OK starting on slide 1 
 
Introduction – Slide 1 
 
On March 4, 2006 the NTI’s Land Policy Advisory Committee approved for consultative 
purposes a Draft Consultation Document and Draft Uranium Policy. The LPAC 
committee also approved the NTI and RIA Land Administrations to proceed with 
circulating the documents and to collect comments and feed-back on behalf of the LPAC 
members. 
 
The Lands Policy Advisory Committee is made up of the 1st Vice-Presidents of the 
Regional Inuit Associations and NTI. NTI’s 1st Vice President is the Chair. The 
committee has been mandated by the NTI Board and NTI Executive Committee to create 
a comprehensive draft policy concerning uranium mining in Nunavut…and to present 
that draft to the NTI board for its consideration. 
 
The Cover Letter, Draft Consultation Document and Draft Uranium Policy has been 
circulated to several contacts in each organization listed in the Cover Letter; 
 

• Inuit Circumpolar Conference 
• Inuit Tapirasat Kanatami 
• Nunavut Impact Review Board 
• Nunavut Planning Commission 
• Nunavut Water Board 
• Nunavut Wildlife Management Board 
• Hamlet of Baker Lake 
• Hamlet of Kugluktuk 
• Baker Lake Hunters and Trappers Organization 
• Kugluktuk Hunters and Trappers Organization 
• Government of Nunavut 
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• Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 
• Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 
• And many Uranium Exploration and Mining Companies 

 
Copies were also circulated to David Simialak, MLA for Baker Lake and Joe Allen 
Evyagotailak, MLA for Kugluktuk. 
 
We are requesting comments back before the end of April 2006, at which time we will 
compile all the comments and report back to the NTI and RIA Land Administrations and 
LPAC members. 
 
When we have reviewed all comments and finalized a Consultation Document and Draft 
Uranium Policy we hope to see a presentation of the Consultation Document and Draft 
Uranium Policy to stakeholders in Baker Lake and Kugluktuk that includes LPAC 
Members, Regulators and Operators. 
 
I’ll just briefly touch on the Draft Consultation Document before going through the Draft 
Uranium Policy. 
 
The Draft Consultation Document is a summary of a comprehensive discussion paper and 
other research that we conducted last year, and basically contains our findings. The 
Consultation Document is intended to accompany the Draft Uranium Policy and to 
provide the reader with some additional background information beyond that presented in 
the policy document. The topics are set out as a series of questions and briefly cover 
many aspects of uranium mining and the nuclear industry in general. 
 
The Consultation Document is 22 pages in length, and we tried our best to ensure, plain 
language and coverage of the issues we feel need to be considered in developing a Draft 
Uranium Policy. 
 
The Consultation Document is organized into 23 sections, that are phrased as questions. 
 

1. Introduction 
2. Why does NTI Need a Uranium Policy? 
3. How was the Policy Developed? 
4. What are Some of the Important Policy Considerations? 
5. What does the Draft Uranium Policy Cover?  
6. What are Uranium and Thorium?  
7. What are Radioactivity and Radiation?  
8. How is Nuclear Energy Used to Produce Electricity? 
9. Why is more Electricity Needed? 
10. Where Will the Required Energy Come From? 
11. Where Will the Fuel for the Reactors Come From? 
12. What are the Concerns about Nuclear Energy? 
13. What are the Concerns about Nuclear Energy? 
14. How are Uranium Exploration, Mining and Milling Done? 
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15. Why Are We Interested in How Uranium Mining is Done in Saskatchewan? 
16. What is the Potential for the Discovery of Uranium Deposits in Nunavut? 
17. What Does the Ownership of Lands and Minerals Have to do with the Uranium 

Policy? 
18. What are the Potential Benefits of Uranium Mining? 
19. What are the Potential Impacts of Uranium Mining? 
20. What is the current status of the Kiggavik Project? 
21. What Regulations Apply to Uranium Exploration and Mining? 
22. What are NTI’s existing policies regarding mining and how do they relate to the 

Draft Uranium Policy? 
23. Summing Up 

 
In Summary the Draft Consultation Document concludes that many concerns about 
uranium mining that have previously been expressed are no longer issues.  Some have 
been resolved by the coming into force of the NLCA (like the creation of NIRB, NWB 
requirements for IIBAs and so on) and some have been allayed by the Saskatchewan 
demonstration that uranium mining can be done safety and in a manner that brings 
benefits to the people of the area, while protecting the environment.  We believe that any 
remaining concerns are addressed by NTI’s existing policy framework (like the mining  
or water policies) or are dealt with in the Draft Uranium Policy. 
 
The summary goes on to state; 
 
NTI’s support for uranium mining is based in part on the following: 
 

• nuclear power does not significantly contribute to climate change and will 
continue to be an important carbon-free source of global electricity;   

• modern uranium mining—that provides the fuel for nuclear reactors—is highly 
regulated and can be done in a way that protects the health of the workers and 
residents of nearby communities, plants, animals and the environment; 

• Nunavut holds considerable promise for the discovery of important uranium 
deposits and Nunavummiut can benefit from the opportunities that would flow 
from the exploration for and mining of these deposits. 

 
 
Draft Uranium Policy – Slide 2 
 
Ok, now I would quickly like to go through the Draft Uranium Policy. 
 
The Draft Uranium Policy sets out NTI’s support for uranium mining and the conditions 
on which the support is based. 
 
The draft policy is 14 pages long and contains 8 sections. 
 
 
Draft Uranium Policy – Slide 3 
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Introduction – NTI already has a Mining Policy, Water Policy and is very close to 
finalizing a Reclamation Policy and Guidelines. The purpose of the draft Uranium Policy 
is to build on existing policies and address Uranium in particular. 
 
The Scope – of the draft uranium policy is Nunavut wide, it sets out NTI’s position on 
uranium mining in Nunavut and also contains specific requirements for IOLs. 
 
The draft policy does not consider or include; nuclear reactors in Nunavut, nor disposal 
of nuclear fuel waste. 
 
This draft policy sets out general rules and terms and conditions that should be applied in 
any future uranium mining operation in Nunavut.  
 
The draft policy expresses Support for uranium mining in Nunavut in accordance with 
the objectives and policy statements set out in the policy. 
 
Draft Uranium Policy – Slide 4 
 
The Drat Policy contains 5 objectives; 
These are the things that we want to see….and what our policy statements are trying to 
achieve; 
 

• Support Responsible and Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy 
 

• Require Benefits from Uranium Mining 
 

• Ensure Protection of human health 
 

• Limit Impacts of uranium mining 
o Uranium mining will not cause significant adverse effects on the 

environment or wildlife. 
 

• Promote Community Participation  
o Community members will be given an opportunity for full and meaningful 

participation in both the environmental assessment process and the 
operations of a uranium mining project. 

 
 
Draft Uranium Policy – Slide 5 
 
Following the Objectives of the policy there are 16 policy statements.  I won’t go through 
them all, because I think they are nicely summarized in the objectives, and some issues 
are better clarified in the Implementation section. But the ones you may find more  
interesting are; 
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• NTI will rely on Canadian and International safeguards to ensure uranium mined 
in Nunavut does not contribute to use of nuclear weapons. 

 
• NTI supports the development of socio-economic terms and conditions for 

uranium exploration. 
 

• And NTI intends to pursue participating interest and additional royalty options in 
our Exploration Agreements. 

 
 
Draft Uranium Policy – Slide 6 
 

• In slide 6 there are two policy statements where NTI encourages and supports the 
development of guidelines and operating procedures to protect workers and 
residents….and the development of land use guidelines and terms and conditions 
to protect the environment. 

 
• Also on this slide is a policy statement where NTI requires that the role of the 

RIA in assuming liability and holding security be thoroughly examined and 
resolved in the project review process. 

 
Draft Uranium Policy – Slide 7 
 

• In slide 7 – is a policy statement wherein NTI recommends the establishment of 
community based committees at the Environmental Assessment or EIS 
stage…and continuing throughout the operating life of the project. 

 
Draft Uranium Policy – Slide 8 
 

• In slide 8 we address some implementation items, I think we touched on those 
earlier, I would like to jump to slide 9. 

 
Draft Uranium Policy – Slide 9 
 

• In slide 9 – we recognize the need for the NPC to address the uncertainties in the  
Keewatin Land Use Plan in regards to uranium mining. 

 
• And we also encourage the Inuit Circumpolar Conference to review and clarify its 

position on uranium mining. 
 
And that’s it in a large nut shell. 
 
 
In Closing 
 
As I said earlier we are looking for comments before the end of April 2006.  
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