
 
 
April 28, 2006 
 
Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. 
Department of Lands and Resources 
P.O. Box 1269 
Cambridge Bay   NU  X0B 0C0 
 
Attention: Carson Gillis 
 
Re: Draft Consultation Document and Draft Uranium Policy 
 
Dear Mr. Gillis, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into the above referenced document. 
The Nunavut Planning Commission (the Commission) as an Institution of Public 
Government appreciates being invited to participate in these important policy 
initiatives with our planning partners. 
 
The Commission recognizes the unique challenges faced by Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. 
(NTI) in the management of subsurface Inuit Owned Lands (IOL). We acknowledge 
that NTI has the responsibility to develop policy regarding the management of IOL’s. 
We also recognize that NTI has been considering the need for a policy specific to 
Uranium exploration and development for a number of years. 
 
It is equally important to recognize that the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA) 
established the Nunavut Planning Commission with distinct land use planning functions 
which are established under NLCA Article 11, Land Use Planning.  
 
The Nunavut Land Claims Agreement Section 11.2.2 informs us that “the objective of 
the planning process shall be:  
 

(a)  to develop planning policies and objectives regarding the conservation, 
development, management and use of land in the Nunavut Settlement 
Area; 

(b) Consistent with Sub-section (a), to prepare land use plans which guide 
and direct resource use and development in the Nunavut Settlement 
Area; and 

(c)  the implementation of land use plans.” 
 
When we consider the wording of the draft policy and the provisions of Article 11 our 
general concern is two fold.  First; several of the policies contained in the Draft NTI 
Uranium Policy propose to develop guidelines which are intended to guide the land use 



activities associated with Uranium exploration and development. Second; the 
Commission has been working with planning partners since November 2005 to advance 
a multi-stakeholder forum to discuss a broad range of topics associated with Uranium 
exploration and development. 
 
For added clarity the Keewatin Regional Land Use Plan (KRLUP) sets the benchmark for 
the scope of a multi-stakeholder forum on Uranium exploration and development. As 
outlined in the approved KRLUP this forum is intended to have NPC, NIRB, NWB and 
NWMB review “all of the issues relevant to uranium exploration and mining”. As such 
the full range of possible social, cultural, economic and ecological impacts and benefits 
associated with the land use would be discussed. One possible outcome of this meeting 
is that it will be possible to advance and implement Land Use Planning Policy initiatives 
as part of the Commission’s integrated land use planning program.  
 
In review, the Commission recognizes the need for NTI to develop policy for the 
management of Inuit Owned Lands. However, where land use planning policy is 
intended to apply to all lands in the Nunavut Settlement Area this is the responsibility 
of the Commission. As such we respectfully request that NTI consider revising the 
Draft Uranium Policy to clearly reflect the role of land use planning under the NLCA.  
Further, the NTI policy be revised so that it will consider the outcomes of the multi-
stakeholder forum on Uranium.  
 
We are interested in meeting with you to discuss solutions to our concerns and to 
identify opportunities to collaborate on the multi-stakeholder forum on Uranium at 
your earliest convenience. In the interim if you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact myself, or Adrian Boyd, Senior Policy Advisor at 867-873-2613.  
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Sharon Ehaloak 
Executive Director 
Nunavut Planning Commission 
 
 
cc.  Executive Director, Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated 
 Executive Director, Kitikmeot Inuit Association 
 Executive Director, Kivalliq Inuit Association 
 Executive Director, Qikiqtani Inuit Association 
 


