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Introduction 
 
• Canada is the world's largest producer and exporter of 

uranium, due mainly to the uranium mines in Northern 
Saskatchewan.  

 
• In the last couple years Uranium has gone from $7 per pound to 

over $37 a pound now. This has increased the exploration for 
Uranium in Nunavut and elsewhere, and the high price could make 
some known deposits economic to mine. 

 
• In Nunavut the potential to find uranium is high and there are 

known uranium deposits in the Kitikmeot and in the Kivalliq. And 
Inuit own the mineral rights to some of these deposits. 

 
• The economic benefits of uranium mining are significant and 

can help with Global Warming but Inuit are also concerned 
about the possible environmental and social impacts of uranium 
mining. 

 
• However new technology, modern ways of mining, and tight 

safety and regulatory regimes today have come a long way in 
addressing those concerns and offer potential economic and 
environmental steps forward for Inuit. 

 
• The Nunavut Impact and Review Board and Nunavut Water 

Board are also now fully functioning. Their boards are made up of 
Inuit from all-around Nunavut and their job is to examine and 
review development proposals to ensure that development in 
Nunavut is to the benefit of residents and are environmentally 
responsible.  

 



• The Inuit Circumpolar Conference, of which NTI is a member, 
supports only peaceful and environmentally friendly applications of 
nuclear technology. 

 
• As said earlier - In Nunavut there are known uranium deposits 

in the Kitikmeot and in the Kivalliq. And Inuit own the mineral rights 
to some of these deposits. 

 
• Inuit have to make some decisions about uranium, we have to ask 

ourselves; 
o Can the benefits of uranium mining, out-weigh the 

possible negative impacts? 
o And How would we like to see Uranium mining done on 

our lands? 
 
Developing a Policy on Uranium 
 
• NTI and the Regional Inuit Associations have committed to 

developing a policy on Uranium mining in the coming year. 
 
• The Lands Policy Advisory Committee, which includes the Vice 

Presidents of each Regional Inuit Association and NTI will oversee 
the development of the policy. 

 
• This process will involve the communities of Baker Lake and 

Kugluktuk, Government of Nunavut, DIAND, NIRB, NWB, NPC, 
ITK and ICC, Industry and the Nuclear Safety Commission. 

 
• When we are done our work, we will recommend a Uranium 

Mining Policy to the NTI and RIA Boards. The NTI and RIA 
Boards will make the final decision. 

 
• We will make informed decisions together, in the coming 

months. 
 
Next Steps 
 
• The NTI Department of Lands and Resources and RIA Land 

Management Divisions have been monitoring and researching 



this issue for a long time, and we have gathered a lot of 
information. 

 
• In September 2005 about 30 NTI and RIA staff and board 

members toured the uranium mines in Northern Saskatchewan. 
We met with industry representatives, mine employees, 
contractors and Dene Leaders. 

 
• There were two other tours that month. The Government of 

Nunavut, DIAND and IPGs went, and also elders, council 
members and community reps from Baker Lake. 

 
• The LPAC members have approved for consultation purposes 

a Draft Consultation Document and Draft Uranium Policy. 
 
• In the coming month the Draft Consultation Document and 

Draft Uranium Policy will be circulated to Baker Lake and 
Kugluktuk  community organizations, NTI, RIAs, NIRB, NWB, 
NPC, GN, ITK, ICC, DIAND, NSC and exploration and mining 
companies in each region for review and comments.  

 
• When we have reviewed all comments and finalized a 

Consultation Document and Draft Uranium Policy we hope to see 
a presentation of the Consultation Document and Draft Uranium 
Policy to stakeholders in Baker Lake and Kugluktuk that includes 
LPAC Members, Regulators and Operators. 


